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She received her Doctorate of Musical Arts from Michigan State University, and 
Masters and Bachelors of Music (with highest university honors) from East Carolina 
University. She completed Graduate Studies at the University of North Carolina 
School of the Arts. Her teachers include Elsa Ludewig-Verdehr and Robert Listokin. 
 
Dr. Adriana La Rosa Ransom is Assistant Professor of Cello and Director of 
String Project at Illinois State University. She received her Bachelor of Music 
degree from the University of Missouri where she studied with Nina Gordon. She 
earned Master and Doctorate degrees from the University of Minnesota where she 
studied cello with Tanya Remenikova and chamber music with Jorja Fleezanis and 
Lydia Artymiw. As a soloist, Ms. La Rosa Ransom is the recipient of numerous 
awards, including winning top prizes at the WAMSO Young Artist Competition, the 
Naftzger Young Artist Competition, the Schubert Club Young Artist Competition, 
and the Thursday Musical Society Competition. She has appeared as a guest artist on 
notable solo and chamber music recital series, including the Dame Myra Hess 
Memorial Concert Series in Chicago. She has performed with many professional 
orchestras and ensembles, including the Minnesota Opera Orchestra, the Kansas 
City Symphony, the Minnesota Orchestra, the European Musical Festival Orchestra, 
and New Ear Contemporary Ensemble. Ms. La Rosa Ransom has served on the 
faculty at Gustavus Adolphus College, St. Cloud State University,and the MacPhail 
Center for Music in Minneapolis, and continues to teach at the Illinois Wesleyan 
University Cello Camp. 
 
 
Dr. Tuyen Tonnu, a native of Vietnam, is Assistant Professor of Piano at Illinois 
State University. She received her Bachelor of Music, Master of Music, and Artist 
Diploma respectively from Pacific Lutheran University, the Eastman School of 
Music, and the Cleveland Institute of Music. Her doctoral studies were completed at 
Stony Brook University. Performing both solo and chamber music, Dr. Tonnu gives 
regular recitals throughout the United States as well as in Europe and Asia, 
presenting and premiering works by Hans Otte, Jeffrey Mumford, Akin Euba, Libby 
Larsen, Sheila Silver, Lukas Ligeti, and others. Since the 1990s, Dr. Tonnu has been 
the foremost interpreter of the piano music of Halim El-Dabh, presenting the 
premiere performances of many of his works. In 2002, she was one of ten musicians 
selected from the US to perform in Alexandria, Egypt, for the opening of the 
Bibliotheca Alexandrina (the Library of Alexandria). In 2005, she presented a two-
hour concert at the Opera House in Hanoi, Vietnam, performing for a group of world 
ambassadors. A recipient of numerous awards and fellowships, Dr. Tonnu was 
named "Vietnamese Woman of the Year" in 1993, as listed in Women Magazine in 
Hanoi, Vietnam. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Illinois State University 
College of Fine Arts 
School of Music 
 
 
 
Charles W. Bolen Faculty Recital Series 
 
Duos for Saxophone and Friends 
 
 
 
Paul Nolen, Saxophone 
With  
Guest Artists 
Tuyen Tonnu, Piano 
Adriana Ransom, Cello 
Anne Dervin, Clarinet 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  Kemp Recital Hall 
  February 21, 2012 
  Tuesday Evening 
  8:00 p.m. 
This is the ninety-eighth program of the 2011-2012 season. 
Program 
 
 
Please turn off cell phones and pagers for the duration of the concert. Thank you. 
 
 
Four Impromptus (1984)              Paul Cooper  
 In Nomine Igor Stravinksy (1926-1996) 
 In Nomine Benjamin Britten 
 In Nomine Roberto Gerhard 
 In Nomine Nadia Boulanger 
 
Tuyen Tonnu, piano 
 
 
Walk on Water for Alto Saxophone and Cello (2004) Dorothy Chang 
   (born 1970) 
Adriana Ransom, cello 
 
 
Duo Sonata for Alto Saxophone and Clarinet (2002) Gregory Wanamaker   
 Departure (born 1986) 
 Elegy 
 Scherzo 
 Arrival (Blues) 
Anne Dervin, clarinet 
 
 
- Intermission - 
 
 
Sonata for Alto Saxophone and Piano (1984) William Albright 
 Two-Part Invention (1944-1998) 
 La Follia Nuova: A Lament For George Cacioppo  
 Scherzo  
        Recitative and Dance 
 
 Tuyen Tonnu, piano 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
About the Artists . . . 
 
Dr. Paul Nolen currently serves as Assistant Professor of Saxophone at Illinois 
State University.  Paul has appeared as soloist, chamber musician, and jazz artist 
throughout the United States, Canada, and the UK.   Moving easily between genres, 
he has appeared with diverse groups such as the Illinois Symphony Orchestra, Rasa 
Saxophone Quartet, Folias Tango Ensemble, the Illinois Jazz Train Orchestra, and 
the Illinois State Faculty Jazz Quartet.  
 
Known for his vibrant and passionate teaching, Dr. Nolen is in demand throughout 
the U.S. and abroad as an educator.  He recently appeared at the 2008 Aberystwyth 
International Musicfest in Wales as performer, teacher, and conductor of the 
Musicfest Jazz Orchestra.  He also served as the saxophone clinician for the 2008 
Music For All National Honor’s Band Festival in Indianapolis, IN, and has 
presented recent classes at the University of Missouri-Kansas City Conservatory, the 
University of New Mexico, and Brevard Music Festival in North Carolina. 
 
As soprano saxophonist with the Rasa Saxophone Quartet, he won first prize in the 
2003 MTNA National Chamber Music Competition and was a semi-finalist in the 
2004 Concert Artist Guild International Competition in New York City.   As a 
soloist he was awarded first prize in the 2003 Lansing Matinee Musicale Woodwind 
competition. 
 
He received both the DMA and MM degrees in performance from the College of 
Music at Michigan State University, and the BM from the University of Missouri at 
Kansas City.  His teachers and mentors have included Joseph Lulloff, Tim 
Timmons, Gary Foster, Hal Melia, Jackie Lamar, and Ron Blake. 
 
Dr. Anne Dervin, clarinet, is an active chamber, orchestral, and solo performer and 
teacher. She has appeared in recitals and performances throughout the Southeastern 
and Midwestern United States and Canada.  As an orchestral musician she is a 
member of the Long Bay Symphony Orchestra (South Carolina) and has performed 
with North Carolina Symphony, North Carolina Opera, Chamber Orchestra of the 
Triangle, North Carolina Vocal Ensemble, Fayetteville Symphony Orchestra (North 
Carolina), Opera Carolina, Peoria Symphony, and Jackson Symphony.  
 
She has been a member of the faculties of East Carolina University and Coastal 
Carolina University, and is an active private instructor.   Anne has been a guest 
clinician in middle and high schools and guest artist at various universities.  Her 
research interests and work include clarinet pedagogy, music of the Holocaust, and 
interdisciplinary studies. She held Graduate Research Fellowships at Michigan State 
University, has been the recipient of private grants for pedagogical research, and 
was a finalist in the International Clarinet Association’s Research Competition. 
 
She was the third prize winner in the Music Teachers National Association Young 
Artist National competition and has served as an adjudicator and judge for the 
organization’s state competitions.  
